SYLLABI'ONLINE!

Student!Presentation!to!the!Provost’s!CouncilloflUndergraduate!Deans!
Aprill16,12008!
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Mostlundergraduates!have!no!choice!but!to!navigate!published!course!books!or!Penn’s!online!
resources!tolarrivelat!alcursory!description!of!the!courselthat!they!might!wish!to!take.!lEven!
with! the! guidance! of! an! academic! advisor,! undergraduates! consistently! rely! on! these!
inadequate!courseldescriptions!tolarrivelat!their!decisions!during!pre"registration.!!As!alresult,!
the! Add/Drop! period! is! a! haphazard! process,! with! students! unable! to! obtain! complete!
information!aboutlalcourseloffering!without!physicallylattending!thelclass.!
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STATUS!IQUO!

Before!the!close!of!the!Spring!2008!Add/Drop!Period,!we!analyzed!SAS!departmental!websites!
tolmeasurelthe!lnumber!oflposted!syllabilagainstithe!numberlof!courselofferings.!lGiven!the!full!
compliancelof!lWharton!departments,!thelcomparatively!small!size!of!Nursing,!and!the!creation!
oflthe! SEAS! Syllabi! Repository,! we!restricted! our! search!to! College! departments.+! Syllabi!are!
posted!forlonly!11%!oflcourseslin!the!College.!
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Welapplaud!Dean!Sampath!Kannan!and!Director!of!Academic!
Affairs! Joseph! Sun! of! the! School! of! Engineering! &! Applied!
Science!for!their!initiative!in!creating!the! SEAS! Course!Syllabi!
Directory.! ! We! also! recognize! the! Wharton! School! for! its!
continued!policy!of!posting!syllabilforlalllcourses!offered!each!
semester.!

After! an! initial! attempt! to! transfer! the! SEAS! repository!

Uj:\'::ﬁ:zle software,! Dean! of! Academic! Affairs! Kent! Peterman!
;5;2 determined! that! such! a! technology! transfer! would! not! be!

feasiable!due!to!the!size!and!decentralization! of! the! College.!!

Dr.! Peterman! expressed! unwillingness! to! create! a! Syllabi!
Repository!for!the!College,!unless!theleffort!were!lcoordinated!across!the!fourlundergraduate!
schools.!
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About the School | Courses | Student Handbooks | Giving to Penn Engineering |

e ] SEAS Course Syllabi Directory
Engineering
= ~ The course syllabi listed below were submitted by faculty to give students more information
aboutthe courses available at SEAS. Click on the course ID to view the course website. All

o files are in either PDF, DOC, or HTML format.
Admissions

Applying to Penn
Note: CSE has changed to CIS.
Undergraduate Programs

O ra tu

Bioengineering

e 2 COURSE 1D COURSE NAME LAST UPDATED SYLLABUS

institutes

Publications and Seminars BEO99 Independent Study in Bioengineering 2005C View

es rds, Seminars, and

Student Portal BE100 Introduction to Bioengineering 2005C View

for current students

LT 3; ALECIE BE200 Introduction to Biomechanics and Biomaterials 2005C View

ve , alumni s
in touch, «

BEZ209 Bioengineering Lab | 2005C WView
BE210 Bioengineering Lab Il 2005C View
BEZ20 Structures and Properties of Biomaterials 2005C View
BE225 Technology & Engineering in Medicine 2005C WView
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When!wel!first!proposed!thelidea!of!putting!syllabilonline,!professors!worried!that!they!would!
not!be!able!to!composelalcomplete!syllabus!much!more!than!a!few!weeks!before!the!actual!
start!oflthe!lsemester.!l4 B42.4:4+A,++A././] 704 +1, =./0-748/+,-7.-9 1<NA,+ N4 =4 -
NA4- N4 ,/3 <18 />22,BOMA!precise!scheduleloflreadings!and!administrivialis'not!vital!tolour!
courseldecision.!!Rather,'welrequest!alcertain!bare!minimum!oflcourselinformation.!

TOPICS!COVERED!

Although!the!Course!Register!and!departmental!websites!givelcursory!overviews,!courses!take!
shapelin!the!hands!of!the!professor.!Knowing!what!topics!that!particular! professor!willlcover!
and!emphasize!can!be!helpfullin!making!decisions!between!classes!of!similar!content!within!a!
single!department.!

EVALUATION!AND!EXPECTATIONS!

Students!appreciate!knowing!how!they!willlbelevaluated,!land!what!major!assignments!they!can!
expect! their! grade! to! depend! on! when! trying! to! balance! a! heavy! courseload.! A! course!
dependent!uponl!alfinallpresentation!or!project!may!be!significantly!more!manageable!than!an!
exam"based!course.!

READINGILIST!

Professors!should!do!their!best!tolnamel!alfewl!titles!that!lare!representative!of!the!books!that!
willlbelused!in!the!course.!Students!areloften!interested!in!whether!the!readings!will!be!from!
primary!sources,! a! textbook,! a! collection! of! articles,! or! a! series! of! secondary! sources.! ' For!
courseslinlthelhumanities!thatlarelin!large!part!defined!by!reading!materials,!students!may!wish!
to!peruselthelofferings!beforelenrolling.!

AINON"BINDINGIDOCUMENT!

It!should!be!made!clear!that!these!syllabilare!tentative,!and!that!they!arelintended!as!a!guide!
rather!than!alcontract!by!which!the!professor!must!abide.!Until!the!final!syllabus!is!distributed!
to!students!enrolled!in!the!course,!content!and!expectations!may!be!altered!at!any!time,!for!
any!reason.!

" IH) -IH) 5&'5'DH@H')

Whilelthe!benefits!to!students!are!clear,!benefits!willlalsolaccruelto!professors!wholpost!syllabi!
online.! ! Access! to! a! wider! range! of! course! information! in! course! offerings! willl enhance!
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awarenesslofllesser"knownlcourses!that!nevertheless!pique!studentlinterest.!Thisltransparency!
willlbetterImatch!studentslwith!classes,!ensuring!that!students!wholregisterlarelthose!who!have!
algenuinelinterestlin!the!lmaterial.!'The!consequences!of!thelpresent!information!shortage!are!
felt! most! acutely! in! small! seminar! classes,! where! scarce! seats! may! initially! be! alloted! to!
students!wholdo!not!ultimately!remainlenrolledlinthe!course.!

Indeed,!the! system! willl reduce! the! need! to! maintain! waiting! lists,! because! students! will! no!
longer! drop! al class! upon! reading! the! syllabus—they! will! have! already! factored! course!
expectationsland!majorlassignmentslintoltheir!registration!decisions.!

#J"GGE)%ED)* &EDS5')DED

INTELLECTUALIPROPERTY!

Some! professors! have! expressed!al reluctance! to! make! public! their! syllabi,! which! constitute!
intellectual!property.!!Given!the!ideals! oflopenness! central!to!academia,!and!the! decision! of!
MIT!faculty!to!makelalllcourse!materiallfreely!available!through!the!OpenCourseware!website,!
welfind!this!claim!unconvincing.!

Regardless,!access!can!beleasily!limited!to!the!Universitylcommunity!by!placing!the!documents!
behind!PennKey!protection.!

DIFFICULTY!INIPROMULGATING!AI“CHANGE!IN!ICULTURE"!

Welrespond!here!to!the! “chicken"and"egg”problem:!iflyou!build!it,!will'they!come?!As!strong!
advocates!forlourlown!academic!policylinitiatives,! SCUE!stands!ready!to!encourage!faculty!to!
post! syllabi! online.! !If! the! upload! operation! were! made! simple! enough,! the! benefits! to! the!
student!population!'would!farloutweigh!thelinconvenience!of!posting.!

SCUE! cannot,!however,! begin!its! efforts! to! promote! change! untill such! time!as!a! Repository!
exists.! ' When! students! notice! an! increasing! proportion! of! their! professors! posting! syllabi,!
pressure!willlmountlonlall!faculty!to!follow.!

LEAD!TIME!

Weldo!recognize!thelamount!ofltime!and!effort!thatlit!requires!to!plan!alcourse,!and!professors!
may! therefore! be! unenthusiastic! about! the! prospect! of! submitting! a! syllabus! months! in!
advance.!!While!we!recognize!thatlit!islnot!always!possible!to!lcomplete!such!alsyllabus!before!
Advance! Registration! begins,! professors! are!already! required! to! provide! at! least! a! tentative!
syllabus!within'thelfirstlweek!oflthelsemester.!
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Should!alcomplete!syllabus!not!belavailable,!faculty!should!submit!aldocument!containing!the!
bare! essentials! of! course! information! (e.g.! course! readings,! major! assignments,! and! an!
overview!ofltopics!covered).!!Alsyllabus!from!a!prior!semester!would!be!equally'helpful.! The!
professor! may! wish!to! provide!a! clear! disclaimer! that! course! content! and! requirements! are!
subject!tolchange.!

RELUCTANCE!OFICENTRALIADMINISTRATION!AND!DEANS!ITO!MANDATE!POLICY!

Whilelwel!seek!funding!andlencouragement!from!the!Deans!and!Provost’s!Office,!we!do!not!
seeklalmandatelorlanlimpracticablelchangelin!policy.!

ADMINISTRATIVE!BURDEN!

We!presented!the!Syllabi!Online!Proposal!tola!meeting!of!the! SAS!Department!Staff.! 'Those!in!
attendance!gave!their!support!and!expressed!a!willingness!to! perform!the!necessary!website!
administration!tasks.!

At!that!time,!the!previousliteration!oflour!proposallasked!administrative!personnel!to!manually!
post!theldocuments!onldepartmental!websites.!That!task!would!have!been!significantly!more!
onerous!than!the! one"click! automated! upload! operation! that! we! envision! for! the! potential!
repository.!

COST!OFISOFTWARE!DEVELOPMENT!

Until! a! feasibility! study! is! completed,! cost! cannot! be! accurately! gauged.! ! While! the! new!
PenninTouch! is! most! welcome,! the! balance! of! ISC! projects! has! recently! tipped! in! favor! of!
faculty! and! the! larger! University! community:! Course! Problem! Notices,! online! grading,!
UPennAlert,'onlinelcourselevaluations,letc.!

COMPATIBILITY!WITHINEW!ICOURSE!SELECTIONITOOL!

The! Repository! would! be! designed! to! integrate! with! the! new! PenninTouch,! as! a! link! from!
individuallcoursellistings!(see!Appendix).!'The!capability'to!link!externally!to!alsyllabus!was!built!
intolthelsystem,!but!without!alcoexisting!Repository!to!facilitateleasy!upload!and!storage,!that!
capability!willlremain!underutilized.!!
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Mock Schedule | Print page |

This screen enzbles vou to save one or more mock schedules.,

| 1 1 | || Fall 2008 el Fall 2008
e .

10:00 am Monday Tuesday ) https://medley.isc-sec.upenn.edu - Course Details - Mozilla Firefox DE] g@

. e
L0:30 AM FMCE 250 001 FNCE 238 i
1100 AM
11:30 AM
1200 PM -ARTH 286 001 " Term O'H:EI'E{' FE'I" 2008
1L30 FM Subject ARTH - Art History
01:00 PMF —  Course ARTH-286-001  In cart
0130 PM . . .

ACC |AST Section title 20th C Art:; 1900-1945

zigﬂ :: Course title Twentieth Century Art: 1900-1945

: Course description The art of the early twentieth century is marked by a number of exciting, and sometimes bewildering, transformations, This
03:00 FM 'LGST 216 001 N period witnessed the rise of abstraction in painting and sculpture, as well as the inventions of collage, montage, constructed
03:30 FM sculpture, performance art, and new phatography-based practices, Encounters with the arts of Africa, Qceania and other
0::00 PM SEE—— traditions unfamiliar in the West spurred innovations in media, technigue, and subject matter. Artists also began to respond
0430 PM to the challenge photography, to organize themselves into movements, and in some cases, to challenge the norms of art
05:00 PM through "anti-art.” A new gallery system replaced traditional forms of exhibition organizers, This course will examine these

. developments, with attention to formal innovations as well as cultural and political contexts, The emphasis will be on major
05:30 PM movements and artists in Europe. [View Syllabus]
06:00 PM-P_SCI 320 401 Type Lecture
06:30 FM Instructors Poggi, Christine
07:00 PM Maximum enrollment 20
07:30 PM _ e
08:00 PM ' . .
08:30 PM | Standardized, dynamic URL:
09:00 PME | . .

| b http://www.upenn.edu/registrar/SYLLABI/ARTH/08C/ARTH-286-001.pdf
Please be sure .
ACCT-102-001 @ sl DIST CRS ARTS & LET - CL OF 09 AND PRICR
Principles of Accounting II requirements
TR 01:30 PM-03:00 PM; Important notes Course is available to Freshmen and Upperclassmen.
0 Cl; Lecture; 09,03,/2008 - 12/05/2003 Registration also required for Recitation (see below)
e S cecton d_Hectingtmes—_———Tiype [instructor [Credit] |
ARTH-286-202 © ARTH-286-201 W 03:30 PM- 04:30 PM; REC (IR Add to cart |
é':'ﬁ" c A;tz’:ln?jﬂpﬂr:ql_g;i - ARTH-285-202 R 12:00 PM- 01:00 PM; REC 1CU  Incart
1 CU; Recitation; 09032008 - 12/05/2008 ARTH-2865-203 W 02:00 PM- 03:00 PM; REC sl In cart
i -FRE-7 ' &) B |

ASTR-005-001 ARTH-235-204 R 11:00 AM- 12:00 PM; REC (oI Add to cart |
Galaxies & Universe ARTH-736-205  TBA REC 1 CU | M
TR 01:30 PM- 03:00 PM; Done medley.iscseo.upenn.edu & &) ] Open Notebook
1 CU; Lecture; 09032008 - 12,/05/2008 ! ? - L"l g -
Instructors: Bernstein,Gary M. Instructors: Gorton,Gary B
FHCE-250-001 HIST-173-401
Vent Cap & Fnce Innovat Faculty Student Collaborative Action Seminar: Urban Univ

M 10:30 AM- 12:00 PM; Comm Relations
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Authored by Dipal Patel

undergraduate assembly

Online Syllabi Proposal

Background:

There are over 2,000 courses available for unddrgate students at the University of
Pennsylvania, most of which have a short dpson of the coursand its goals. Most of
these courses do not include an online bnlalternate method of obtaining course
syllabi, which state specific texts, readiraggl assignments to give students a better
understanding of the course as a wholeere is an understanding that it would be
difficult to require all profesgs to finalize course syllabi during advanced registration,
which is approximately three months beftiie semester beginning. However, even a
tentative or past syllabusowld be helpful as a general idea of the assignments. The
Student Committee on Undergraduate Educai®CUE) recently passed a Policy Paper
OSyllabi Online’0

Body:

Recognizingthe use of online syllabi in aiding undeaduate students their abilities to
understand the aims and destaps of future courses;

Acknowledging that it would be difficult to requirall professors to prepare finalized
course syllabi by the time afdvanced registration;

Understanding that tentative or past syllabi wouldlldbe of great help to students when
registering for courses;

Supporting the recent SCUE Policy Paper OSyllabi Online;O
Enactment Clause:
The Undergraduate Assembly,

1. Encouragesuniversity professors to pregatentative syllabi by advanced
registration, and finalized coursgllabi by add/drop periods.

2. Encouragesthe university to further invgigate the implementation of a
system to centralize full cosg descriptions and syllabi.

3. Urgesthe university to set up a systémarchive old course syllabi.

4. Endorsesthe proposed actions stated in SCUEOQs Policy Paper on OSyllabi
Online.O

! Please refer to the attached SCUE Policy Paper: Syllabi Online.
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Editorial | What's the delay?

Penn hasn't done enough to make syllabi available online for students
By: Opinion Board

Posted: 4/7/08

staffeditorial

Nearly two years ago, we urged the University to develop an online system for professors to post their syllabi.
We're still waiting.

To be fair, some departments and schools have gotten on board with the idea, offering repositories on their Web sites
where professors can post past syllabi.

But administrators have still failed to develop a University-wide, searchable database for students.

The benefits of such a site are obvious. Most classes - even new ones - have some sort of syllabus that communicates
the nuts and bolts of the course.

Students can make more informed registration decisions when they know what a class will focus on or what final
projects or exams it will require. This, in turn, means less frantic class-shopping during the add/drop period.

And as we pointed out in 2006, many of Penn's peer institutions - like Princeton and Harvard - already make syllabi
available online in centralized databases. The University has only fallen further behind over the past two years.

The syllabi already exist. The technology already exists. All that's needed is the University's effort to make a
two-year dream for students into a reality.

Considering Penn's dismal record with online technology, we're not holding our breath.

© Copyright 2008 The Daily Pennsylvanian
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Editorial | Let there be syllabi

Online database should allow students to access syllabi from upcoming
courses

By: Opinion Board

Posted: 11/20/06

staffeditorial

Picking classes isn't easy.

In many cases, the only information given about a class is a brief sentence or two in the Course Register. In other
cases, syllabi are available, but only after a hard-fought effort to track down a professor. And, in the worst cases, no
syllabus can uncovered at all.

This lack of information creates enormous problems for students trying to decide what classes to take.

Penn students should not be relegated to making their enrollment decisions solely based on course titles and scores in
the Penn Course Review (or only based on the course title, if the class is new). Syllabi contain information vital to a
class, from the reading list whether the class' final is a test or an essay. This turns add/drop into a massive shuffle,
where students can finally figure out their classes once they have access to a syllabus.

And the most shameful part about the situation is how incredibly easy it is to fix.

No matter what class a students ends up in, the teacher will have a syllabus to distribute. Every class' professor
eventually produces a syllabus, they just aren't making them available online. And most aren't making them available

early.

With the technology easily available, Penn should develop an online database to allow teachers (even low-tech ones)
to easily post syllabi.

And, as Gabe Kopin - president of the Student Committee on Undergraduate Education - pointed out in a column on
this page, Penn is years behind many of its [vy League peers, such as Princeton and Harvard universities. Many other
schools have created a online database of course syllabi. His organization recently released a proposal that urged the
University to create such a database.

Administrators should listen to SCUE and start requiring teachers to post syllabi - and post them early.

© Copyright 2008 The Daily Pennsylvanian
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Guest Opinion | Profs should post syllabi online

Access to online syllabi will allow students to make informed decisions
before enrolling - it just takes a little effort from profs

By: Gabe Kopin
Posted: 11/17/06

Advance registration ended this week. Though students picked from thousands of course offerings, in most cases the
were left to rely on scant descriptions to find out what professors planned to cover.

Undergraduates compared courses by viewing rankings on Penn Course Review, asking advice from friends and
checking lists of requirements. These resources alone are not adequate. Imagine if students could access an online
syllabus that included a reading list, an outline of concepts covered, major assignments and course expectations - all
before registration begins.

The Student Committee on Undergraduate Educatioe academic branch of student government, is working to make
this a reality. Today, every College, Engineering and Nursing professor, in addition to the provost and the four
undergraduate deans, received a copy of SCUE's proposal to place all course syllabi online prior to each semester's
advance-registration period.

We believe that students should be given as much information as possible to help them complete the course-registrat
process. Access to online syllabi before registration will enable all students to make more-informed course selections.
Also, by shedding light on lesser-known areas of the course catalog, undergraduates may be more likely to pursue the
academic "road less traveled." Furthermore, online syllabi will help new students - both incoming freshmen and
transfers - better anticipate the content and workload of classes at Penn.

From a professor's perspective, students will sign up for classes fully aware of the coursework and class expectations
likely reducing the roster shuffling that typically takes place at the beginning of each semester.

This will decrease confusion and catch-up work for students, and will enable professors to delve into substantive
material in the first or second lecture, rather than spending more time than necessary on an overview of the course.
Posting syllabi online is a win-win situation for students and faculty alike. Wharton faculty are already required to post
syllabi on their departmental Web sites, and SCUE's proposal asks the other three undergraduate schools to do the
same.

In fact, many of Penn's peer institutions have already increased accessibility to course materials. Harvard University's
course register is a centralized listing of courses by department with direct links to the course Web site or syllabus.

Princeton University's Web site features a brief syllabus for every course, complete with course objectives, reading lis
major assignments and basic expectations. In a radical move, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology has opened
entire curriculum to the public through the OpenCourseWare project - imagine Blackboard or WebCafe opened freely
to the world.

Even a small step toward greater transparency would be a refreshing change. Posting syllabi online would demonstra
the University's commitment to increasing access, as articulated in President Gutmann's Penn Compact. In the near
future, SCUE hopes to continue working with the administration to improve accessibility by creating a centralized and
searchable database of all course information, complete with syllabi, course ratings, curricular requirements and videc
interviews with faculty.

4/14/2008 3:17 Al
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SCUE continually engages with the administration, faculty and the student body to improve the quality, content and
organization of the educational resources that Penn undergraduates depend upon to make the most of their educatior
Penn Course Review, for example, is one such resource.

For several years, the student-run Web site has lacked the qualitative reviews that add perspective and meaning to th
numerical survey data. SCUE tackled the problem head-on, bringing students and administrators together to
constructively address the problem. SCUE is proud to report that, as of next semester, the student-run PCR Editorial
Board will be writing qualitative course reviews for the first time since 2001.

Students: For these initiatives to succeed, we need your help. Ask your professors to submit their syllabi for posting o
departmental Web sites. Take an extra minute or two to fill out the handwritten "Comments" box at the bottom of the
Course Review form you will receive in class at the end of the semester.

Your comments will be the basis for the detailed reviews coming soon on Penn Course Review. Posting syllabi online
and improving Penn Course Review will dramatically improve the way that Penn students register for courses.

Gabe Kopin is an Engineering junior from Highland Park, Ill., and chairman of the Student Committee on
Undergraduate Education. His e-mail addregk@pin@seas.upenn.edu
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